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MEETING OF THE PACIFIC COAST BRANCH OF THE 
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 
(November 28-29, 1913) 

BY ROCKWELL D. HUNT. 

At the joint invitation of the Historical Society of Southern 
California the Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical 
Association held its Eleventh Annual Meeting in Los Angeles. This 
proved to be of unusual interest and significance, partly because 
of the excellence of the program presented and especially because 
of its being the first meeting of the Branch to be held south of 
Palo Alto. 

The several sessions were largely attended not only by visiting 
and local members of the American Historical Association, but 
also by members of the Historical Society of Southern California 
and history teachers, particularly of collegiate and secondary rank. 
The work of the program committee, under the chairmanship of 
Professor Rockwell D. Hunt and of the committee on general ar- 
rangements, under the headship of Professor Roy Malcom, both 
of the University of Southern California, had been thoroughly done 
preliminary to the Meeting itself, thus insuring results that were 
highly gratifying to visiting members and all concerned. 

At the first general session, held in East Hall, University of 
Southern California, on Friday afternoon and presided over by 
President Guinn, three papers were presented as follows: (1) 
"The Anti-Slavery Movement in England," by Professor Frank J. 
Klingberg, U. S. C. ; (2) "The Movement of Population in Feudal 
and Modern Japan," by Mr. Yamato Ichihashi, of Stanford Univer- 
sity; (3) "The Relation of Slavery to the Early Sentiment for the 
Acquisition of California," by Professor Robert G. Cleland, of 
Occidental College. 

The second general session, Saturday morning, was held in the 
newly opened Museum of History in Exposition Park, where the 
library and collections of the Historical Society had been recently 
installed. Papers were presented as follows: (l) "The Hayes 
Collection in the Bancroft Library," by Dean W. F. Bliss of the 
State Normal School, San Diego; (2) "The Development of the 
National System of Land Administration," by Professor Francis H. 
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White, of Pomona College; (3) "Later Eighteenth Century Span- 
ish Exploration in the West," by Professor Herbert E. Bolton, of 
the University of California. 

The chief social event of the meeting was the Annual Dinner, at 
Christopher's, 551 South Broadway, presided over by Professor 
Henry Morse Stephens in his inimitable manner. Mr. James M. 
Guinn presented the President's Address, which proved to be a 
most interesting discussion of "Some Neglected Sources of Califor- 
nia History." The dinner was very well attended, an unusually 
large number of women members being present. 

Second only to the Annual Dinner in its social aspect was the 
complimentary luncheon tendered by the University of Southern 
California in the University cafeteria. In the absence of President 
Bovard, Dean Ezra A. Healy presided, making felicitous remarks 
and calling upon several persons for impromptu speeches. The 
tendering of the luncheon was a graceful act on the part of the local 
University, and was much appreciated by those present. 

On Saturday afternoon the customary teachers' session was held, 
jointly with the Southern California Social Science Association; 
Professor R. D. Hunt, president of this Association, was in the 
chair. Keen interest was manifested in the subjects presented and 
the discussion that followed the papers was of a stimulating char- 
acter. Professor H. E. Bolton spoke on "The Educational Value 
of Local History" and discussion was opened by Miss Jane Harnett 
of Long Beach High School. Professor E. S. Bogardus of the 
University of Southern California presented a scholarly paper on 
"An Introduction to the Social Sciences," which was followed by 
an able address on "The Social Sciences in the High School," by 
Professor Edward McMahon of the University of Washington. 
The general discussion of this topic was opened by Miss Anna 
Stuart of Los Angeles High School. 

The following officers of the Pacific Coast Branch were elected 
for the ensuing year: President, Professor Edward S. Meany, 
University of Washington ; Vice-President, Professor E. B. Krebiel. 
Stanford University ; Secretary-Treasurer, Professor W. A. Mor- 
ris, University of California. In addition to these officers, the 
Council includes : Professor Edward McMahon, University of 
Washington; Miss Edith Jordan, Los Angeles Polytechnic High 
School ; and Professor Robert J. Cleland, Occidental College. 



